We have reported that splenic macrophages play a role in the regulation of progestin secretion in rats. In this study, splenic macrophages were obtained from cycling rats at different estrous cycle stages and co-cultured with luteal cells from mid-pseudopregnant rats in the absence/presence of prolactin (PRL) or luteinizing hormone (LH). The effect of macrophages on the luteotropic action of PRL and LH was evaluated with 2 parameters, i.e. an increase in total progestin output (progesterone plus 20ƒ¿-hydroxyprgn-4-en-one
.
Though the addition of splenic macrophages did not change the P/20cv-OHP secretion ratio in the absence of PRL, the ratio significantly increased in the presence of PRL (Fig. 1A) . (Fig. 1B) . (Fig. 2-B) . In the presence of splenic macrophages, LH even at a dose of 0.2ƒÊg/ml increased the total progestin output (Fig. 2B ).
In the following experiments, the most effective dose of PRL (2.0ƒÊg/ml) or LH (0.2ƒÊg/ml) was used. (Fig. 3-A) (Fig. 3-A) . the total progestin output (Fig. 3-B) .
If the words "P/20ƒ¿-OHP secretion ratio" and "total progestin output" are changed to "20ƒ¿ -HSD 
